
 
 
Sept. 11, 2020 
 
Subject: Historic Cobban Bridge over the Chippewa River  

  WisDOT ID 8915-01-01 
 
Thank you for expressing interest in relocating the historic Cobban Bridge crossing the Chippewa 
River. Enclosed you will find the information packet, which includes the following: 
 

• A copy of the Determination of Eligibility (DOE), providing information on the bridge's historic 
significance. 

 
• Photographs of the bridge in its existing location (included in the DOE). 

 
• A map showing the location of the bridge (included in the DOE). 

 
• A sample acceptance agreement. 

 
• The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

 
The recipient will be required to relocate, reassemble and rehabilitate the Cobban Bridge and 
maintain the structure for at least 10 years at his or her expense. It is difficult to estimate that cost.   
 
Other requirements include: 
 

• Because the Cobban Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Place, repairs must 
be made in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  

 
• Suitable abutments designed to carry all loads must be provided at the bridge’s new location, 

and permits may need to be obtained from local governments, the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation (WisDOT), the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the US Army 
Corps of Engineers.  
 

• In some cases, a flood plain analysis must be completed. 
 

It should be noted that a restrictive covenant will not be required in the document that transfers the 
Cobban Bridge to its recipient. 
 
Construction on the new structure replacing the Cobban Bridge is expected to begin in summer or fall 
2022 and be completed in spring or summer 2023. The recipient will be required to coordinate his or 
her efforts to ensure relocation of the existing bridge is completed prior to construction letting in 
January 2022. 
 
A proposal for the relocation of the Cobban Bridge must be submitted within 60 days of receipt of this 
information packet. The proposal must include the following information: 
 

WisDOT Division of Transportation System Development 
Northwest Region – Eau Claire Office 
718 W. Clairemont Ave. 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Governor Tony Evers 
Secretary Craig Thompson 

wisconsindot.gov 
Telephone: (715) 836-2891 

FAX: (715) 836-2807 
Email: nwr.dtsd@dot.wi.gov 
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• Detailed description of the proposed new location and use.

• Details of how the bridge will be made accessible to the public at its new location.

• Plan for raising the funds necessary to move the bridge and re-erect it at its new location.

• Details on the removal of the existing structure in its entirety by July 1, 2021, its relocation and
re-erection.

WisDOT, in consultation with the Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), will review all 
proposals and select a recipient based on the feasibility of the relocation and funding plan. If a 
qualified recipient does not come forward, WisDOT and SHPO may elect not to relocate the bridge. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me via phone at (715) 836-2069 or email at 
matthew.thornsen@dot.wi.gov 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Thornsen 

Matthew Thornsen, P.E. 
WisDOT Northwest Region Local Program Project Coordinator 

Enclosure 

CC: Katherine Kaliszewski, WisDOT Cultural Resources Team 
  Nathan Guequierre, AECOM 



















From https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/index.htm 



 



 



 



 



 




